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From the Director

Dear  Fr iends ,  

As th i s  academic  year  comes  to  a  c lose ,  we  are  so  grate fu l  for  everyth ing .   
You supported  us  dur ing  COVID and came back  to  campus  as  we  resumed
in  person  act iv i t i e s ,  and  we  wi l l  had  a  wonderfu l  group of  fe l lows  th i s
year  whom we ' l l  never  forget .  This  has  been  an  unforget tab le  year ,  and
we are  honored  to  have  your  support .

Because  i t  i s  graduat ion  season,  we  wanted  to  h igh l ight  the  f ine
work  of  our  undergraduate  fe l lows .   S tar ted  in  2020 ,  the  JWJI
Undergraduate  fe l lows  program supports  the  work  on  Emory
Col lege  Honors  s tudents  wr i t ing  theses  on  topics  re la ted  to  race
and d i f ference .  The  c lass  of  2023  i s  our  fourth  cohort  of  s tudents ,
and we  sa lute  the i r  f ine  work!

We wi l l  be  on  h iatus  th i s  summer  as  we  p lan  for  next  year ' s
programming.   We look forward  to  see ing  you in  September .   

Have  a  great  summer ,  and  thank you for  your  support !

In  so l idar i ty ,
Andra  Gi l l e sp ie



Gabrielle Kim earned high honors on her thesis, "Attempting
Great Things for God: Southern White, Chinese, and Korean
Women in the MECS Missionary Enterprise (1878-1925)." Next
year, she will continue her studies at Harvard Divinity School.

Laila Nashid earned highest honors for her thesis, "A Lineage of
Blossoming: Analyzing Literary & New Media Portrayals of
Black Girlhood by Black Women Authors and Black Girls." Next
year, she will start a Ph.D. program in English Language and
Literature at Cornell University.

Ronald (RW) Poole II  defended his thesis,  "BDN: Studies in
Violence, Vertigo, and Black Revolutionary Life." RW will be
taking a gap year before starting a Ph.D. program.

Sierra Talbert earned highest honors for her thesis,
“Human.exe: Generating Critical Theories of Humanity in
Human-Computer Interaction.” She is taking a gap year before
applying to Ph.D. programs to study the interaction between
humanities and technology.

Congratulations to the JWJI Undergraduate Fellows, Class of 2023!



Congratulations Olivia Johnson!

Eleanor Main Graduate Mentor Award Recipient



On Thursday, April 20th, in Emory's Convocation Hall, Anthropologist Michael
Blakey delivered the 2023 lecture entitled, "Beyond the Blinding Light of Race: A
Social History of Scientific Racism; A Black Scholar's Persistent Critiques and
Alternatives; and the Need for the Democratization of Science". 

The lecture was based on his current book project that explores themes of race
and racism in science and society.

Blakey is National Endowment for the Humanities Professor of Anthropology,
Africana Studies, and American Studies, and Founding Director of the Institute
for Historical Biology at the College of William & Mary. Blakey was Scientific
Director of the New York African Burial Ground Project (1992-2009), the most
sophisticated bioarchaeological project in the United States.

This event was co-sponsored by Science Gallery.

2023 James Weldon Johnson Distinguished Lecture

CLICK HERE TO VIEW RECORDING

From left to right: Andra Gillespie, Michael Blakey, Antonio Kyler

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZYtVZBX7pQM


Interested in  Donating?
We are grateful to our supporters! If you 
 would like to financially support the work
of  JWJI, please use our online giving portal.

Your gift is tax-deductible. Thank you so 
 much for your investment in our work!

Learn More About JWJI

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1705/giving/index.aspx?sid=1705&gid=3&pgid=600&cid=1358&dids=1535.1546&bledit=1&appealcode=W2CRB

